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An anthropological account of how rankings,
statistics and numbers are reshaping the
world we live in.

Allaspects of our work and private lives are
increasingly measured and managed. But how
has this ‘audit culture’ arisen and what kind of
aworldisit producing? Cris Shore and Susan
Wright provide a timely account of the rise of the
new industries of accounting, enumeration and
ranking from an anthropological perspective,
drawing on political economy, ethnographic
observation and genealogical excavation.

Feb 2024 |256pp
Paperback: 9780745336459 / £19.99
ePub: 9780745348964 / £19.99

‘A visionary book, brilliantly
lucid, vigorously argued
critique, clear-eyed

about the structures that
undermine us’

— MARILYN STRATHERN,

EMERITUS PROFESSOR OF SOGIAL
ANTHROPOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF

CAMBRIDGE
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‘A new and compelling argument for why so
many institutions continue to be spellbound
by rankings and metrics - despite the cultural
carnage they cause in schools, hospitals,
universities, corporations and governmental
agencies’ - Peter Fleming, author of Dark
Academia: How Universities Die
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