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Agenda
International Student Mobility (ISM)

- Normative framing

Taiwan’s Geopolitics
- China + Global
- Southeast Asia + Global South

Implications

- Soft power
- Asia as Method



International Student Mobility

@kevpluck

You're probably thinking... -
» studying in Western HElIs
» English as the lingua franca {,{( 3
- Competitive HEI rankings ol R

* ISM as a neoliberal enterprise R R




International Student Mobility

You're probably thinking...

* studying in Western HEIs Policies
* English as the lingua franca Practices
« Competitive HEI rankings Research

* ISM as a neoliberal enterprise

The Anglophone experience




International Student Mobility

What motivates

You’re probably thinking... international
tudving in Wes HE| students to choose
Taiwan?
* English as the lingua franca
+ Competitive HErankings What are their
+ |ISM-as-a-neoliberal-enterprise experiences in this
geopolitical
Taiwan / Global South context?




Taiwan’s Geopolitics

- Historical conflict with China;
allied with USA

- Operationally independent,
globally “China” or persona non
grata

- Courted Chinese diaspora
- New Southbound Policy 2016

Laszléo Moholy-Nagy, Yellow Circle 1921



New Southbound Policy fast-tracks exchanges, regional
integration

Publication Date: April 25, 2018 |
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New Southbound Policy Portal



Taiwan as an ISM Destination
- Scholarships

- Discipline expertise

o Springboard / Portal

o Cultural (foil: China)

Barbara Hepworth, Image Il 1960




Space-making

Imagined, dynamic, relational, powerful

(Appadurai, 1999; Massey 2005) /OG o (: 5 05;\\
O] \ \ ©
O] O]
HE Geopolitics (Marginson, 2024): O 2 \ / c? O
- mobile spatiality affected « . i
» assumptions of scale & agency \o 000 /

(global, regional, national, local)



Space-making (Taiwan)

 Imagined beacon of democracy

» Educational diplomacy s N
O 7 \ O
a @ Oz
* Fluctuating # of Mainland Chinese o o
students (powerful national politics) \ o o
“\ O] o O

 Targeting SE Asia region (agency)



Power In International Relations (nye, 2004)

Hard Soft
behaviour
coercion iInducement agenda-setting  attraction
force payments institutions values
sanctions bribes culture

policies
resources




Broader questions...
* Mimicry of Western HE?
« Subjugation of international

students in a “pluralistic
society”?

asia AS METHOD

Toward Deimperialization

KUAN-HSING CHEN

* Neo-colonisation by an Asian
power?
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