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• The complex and diverse structure of HEIs in Mainland China

Private/Public Universities/Chinese-Foreign Cooperative Education Universities/Universities run by 

Mainland China in cooperation with Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan; First-tier/second-tier

universities; Higher vocational colleges…

• Local Chinese Universities

Featured state-university relationship: Chinese Community Party’s (CCP) leadership and governance

• Evidence

1) Literature & Policy review

2) Empirical data: Interviews with 31 academic faculty members in Chinese universities (June 2022 - 

December 2022)

• Two ‘Contrasting’Role of Local Chinese Universities

1) ‘Internal role’

2) ‘External role’



‘Internal role’: Political socialisation & Party speaker

• The advocacy and promotional force

o Political socialisation

o Disseminating and popularising mainstream social, cultural, 

political, and ideological values domestically

o The policy of curriculum ideology and politics

• The restrictive force

o Controlled access to international research collaboration

o Controlled access to international academic mobility

o Limited choice in teaching materials

o Sensitive topics in teaching and research

‘External role’: International goals & Impact pursuer

• Involvements in the internationalisation of HE

o The reception of foreign academic faculty

o The dispatch and reception of international students

o Global South-South partnership

o Regionalisation of internationalisation (Asian Universities Alliance)

• Build international impact

o Participation in international league tables

o Global Image establishment (‘Chinese characteristics’ of HE)

• Research outputs

o Overseas publications

Main argument

Two layers of the intermediary role place local Chinese universities in a complicated position under the CCP leadership and 

governance. And this complicated position elucidates how these universities manage to establish and maintain national boundaries 

in the trend of globalisation while simultaneously attempting to mitigate these boundaries to expand the recognised values to an 

international level.
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