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AIMS

• Investigate the impact of geopolitics on international academic relations; 

• Explore the complexities and limitations of university manifestations of 
transnational solidarity in the times of war and terror;

• Elaborate on geopolitical forces affecting knowledge production within the 
context of super-complex cultural and political legacies affecting societies and 
universities in crises.
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PREMISES

• “it is important to distinguish between solidarity and compassion and to be aware that 
humanitarianism is less an analytical category than a context-dependent, social and political 
argument of historical actors” (Lohr, 2014:235)

• “Building solidarity demands laborious reflection on the vicissitudes of intimacy and indifference 
that move or immobilize us as political subjects.” (Korkman, 2022:162)

• “a starting point is to admit transnational solidarity demands labor from allies” (Korkman, 
2022:169)

• “..solidary actions are often related to struggles for a collective goal, affective mobilization and 
the creation of a shared value-horizon (Bayertz, 1998a; Della Porta, 2018; Honneth, 1992, p. 
208; Lynch & Kalaitzake, 2020)” (Kneuer et al. 2022: 370)

• “As Michael Geyer has put it, «knowledge regimes» do not have «the same effect» everywhere but 
create various spatial regimes of science and knowledge” (Lohr, 2014:244-245)
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PREMISES

“The appeal to human solidarity, as well as to the related 
moral idea of common interests of humanity, is meant to 
bridge the gap between universal and particular moral 
appeals. Solidarity involves the linking of individuals by a 
common bond of fellow feeling and reciprocity of attitude. 
If one feels connected to another through common interests, 
then one also will tend to support the other similarly to how 
one would want oneself supported. In particular, there will be 
a close association between self-defense and defense of the 
other with whom one is bound in solidarity.” 

(May, 2007:198) 
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STUDY

• Case of Ukraine: Higher Education and War
• Russia’s annexation of Crimea and invasion of Eastern Ukraine –

2014
• Full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Armed Forces on 22 

February 2022
• Genocidal war (Russian president and governmental officials 

denying Ukrainian existence, identity, agency) – past two years
• Acts of transnational solidarity against the aggressor-state

• Focus: Solidarity Under Scrutiny
• How do universities express transnational solidarity to their 

counterparts in war zones?
• Does geopolitics play a role in how universities reach out and help 

others?
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“…in international criminal 
law, at least since the time 
of the Nuremberg trials, 
only waging aggressive war 
is seen as unjustified 
waging of war. What makes 
a war aggressive is an 
unprovoked attack by one 
State against another.”

 (May, 2007:185-186) 



STUDY

• Methods
• Review and analysis of textual and graphic manifestations of transnational solidarity on flagship 

university websites in Poland, Czechia, Kazakhstan, China, and Japan;
• Thematic analysis and classification of transnational solidarity manifestations;
• Juxtaposition and comparison of manifestations on a proxy scale measuring different levels of 

support and solidarity: i.e.,  HIGH; MEDIUM; LOW; NIL.

• Limitations
• Flagship universities - do they represent the whole system? 
• How much does the institutional manifestation account for individual manifestations in the 

same university or system? To what extent are the corporate manifestations reflective of 
academic ones?

• Not all acts of transnational solidarity are expressed through websites. Yet, the institutional 
websites are significant discursive interfaces and symbolic representations in that regard.
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SAMPLE
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Source:
https://cuni.cz/UKEN-1548.html
[Accessed: 14.03.2024]

https://cuni.cz/UKEN-1548.html


SAMPLE
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Source:
https://en.uw.edu.pl 
[Accessed on 14.03.2034]

https://en.uw.edu.pl/


SAMPLE
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Source:
https://en.uw.edu.pl/ukraine/
[Accessed on 14.03.2034]

https://en.uw.edu.pl/ukraine/


SAMPLE
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Source:
https://www.asiaglobalonline.hku.
hk/asia-global-voices/ukraine-war-
tragedy-could-have-been-
avoided?page=34 
[Accessed on 14.03.2024]

https://www.asiaglobalonline.hku.hk/asia-global-voices/ukraine-war-tragedy-could-have-been-avoided?page=34
https://www.asiaglobalonline.hku.hk/asia-global-voices/ukraine-war-tragedy-could-have-been-avoided?page=34
https://www.asiaglobalonline.hku.hk/asia-global-voices/ukraine-war-tragedy-could-have-been-avoided?page=34
https://www.asiaglobalonline.hku.hk/asia-global-voices/ukraine-war-tragedy-could-have-been-avoided?page=34


SAMPLE
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Source:
https://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/
[Accessed on 16.03.2024]

https://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/


SAMPLE
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Source:
https://www.universityworldnews.com/
post.php?story=20220309155414980 
[Accessed on 16.03.2024]

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20220309155414980
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20220309155414980


RESULTS (PRELIM.)

University Manifestation examples

Charles U (Czechia) Rector’s directives (3/13): Fee relief for Ukrainian students; provision of funding for CU researchers working in Ukraine; 
extension of inter-institutional agreements

Warsaw U (Poland) Ukraine: front page solidarity expression; practical guidance: social support; free legal advice; psychological assistance; 
translations; educational activities; donations; university job offers

Nazarbayev U (QZQ) Nothing on Ukraine or Russia; except for ref. to Russian in the department of languages.

HKU (China) Asia Global Institute: analytical reviews and publications on Ukraine-Russia war; ”a cold-blooded dictator” response to 
the spread of “the values of freedom and democracy” vs. “NATO expansion”

National Taiwan U (China) Faculty of law discussing crimes prosecution in Ukraine; mentioning of students affected by the war. 

Peking U (China) Seminars by Stanford Centre or Institute of International and Strategic Studies.

Tokyo U (Japan) President’s statement about the war; graphic symbols in support of Ukraine; analytical seminars; ”emergency relief 
program for scholars and students at risk following the invasion of Ukraine by Russia”; financial support
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Note: review of institutional websites took place between 15 November 2023 and 15 March  2024



RESULTS (PRELIM.)

1 2 3 4 5 6

Charles U (Czechia) HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH

Warsaw U (Poland) HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH

Nazarbayev U (Qazaqstan) NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

HKU (China) LOW NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL

National Taiwan U (China) LOW NIL NIL NIL NIL LOW

Peking U (China) MED NIL NIL NIL NIL 0.0

Tokyo U (Japan) HIGH HIGH LOW NIL HIGH NIL

Note: Institutional web-based manifestations: (1) (inter-)disciplinary analytics; (2) 
social/financial support to refugees and scholars; (3) fee-waivers for students; (4) donations; 
(5) symbolic manifestations of solidarity; (6) re-instatement of inter-institutional collaborations 
and student exchanges.
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DISCUSSION

• The university is a geopolitical place (see more in O’Brien, 2022);

• Its relations and narratives are part of a conceptual (as much as physical) geography of 
economic dependencies, cultural legacies, and security concerns (previously discussed by 
Chankseliani 2018; Oleksiyenko, Shchepetylnykova and Furiv, 2023);

• Variances in degrees of institutional manifestations of solidarity and support in times of crises 
(Oleksiyenko, 2023);

• Discursive solidarity in institutional media can be a useful source for understanding geopolitics 
in global higher education; yet, the institutional manifestations do not represent a full spectrum of 
solidarity discourse;

• For globally-engaged universities, openly manifesting university positions to local and 
international stakeholders becomes important in the post-neoliberal times.
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