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Topics I will be covering include:

• Pasifika identity in Australia
• Educational structures and colonial

influences
• Pasifika learners’ preferred learning

methods
• Use of Pacific methodologies

(e.g., Talanoa, Teu le Va, Fonofale)
• Challenges in mainstream Western

curricula
• Empowerment pathways for Pasifika

learners

Overview









Key Point:
Pasifika students may feel alienated or forced to adapt to systems that do not reflect

their identities or ways of knowing.

⸻

4. Pasifika Learners & Learning Preferences 

• Oral traditions, communal values, relational learning.
• Prefer dialogic, storytelling, and relational approaches.

• Disconnect when placed in rigid, individualistic systems.







“Rather than perpetuating disabling effects on students from diverse backgrounds,
education should empower through inclusion and respect.”

Contact:

 iva.ponton@griffith.edu.au

Q & A


