The global scale in higher
education and
knowledge

Is ‘global’ higher education a friend
or a foe?

None of the above? |
All of the above? e . .

Simon Marginson
University of Oxford / 3 February 2022

The one-world continent of Pangea 250 million years ago. Tendencies
in tectonic movements suggest that another super-continent is
forming over the next 250 million years



Transformation 1: Worldwide radiation of agriculture in the
Holocene from c. 10,000 BCE onwards




Transformation 2: Urbanisation from 8500 BCE onwards
By 2100, 75% of the world’s people will live in cities
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Transformation 4: Fossil fuels and later, electrification
enable rapid movement through physical space




Global and colonial
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Only five countries in
the world have not
been under

Euro-American
control in the last 200

_ Europe | | Colonized or controlled by Europe

Never colonized by Europe

Partial European control or influence

European sphere of influence



Seeing the interdependent planet: the overview effect

“One morning | woke up and decided to look out the window to see where we were.
We were flying over America and suddenly | saw snow, the first snow we ever saw from
orbit. Light and powdery, it blended with the contours of the land, with the veins of the
rivers. | thought autumn, snow - people are busy getting ready for winter. A few
minutes later we were flying over the Atlantic, then Europe, and then Russia. | have
never visited America, but | imagined that the arrival of autumn and winter is the same
there as in other places, and the process of getting ready for them is the same. And
then it struck me that we are all children of our Earth. It does not matter what country
you look at. We are all Earth's children, and we should treat her as our mother.”

- attributed to Soviet cosmonaut Aleksandr Aleksandrov, Soyuz T-9 mission, 1983

When astronauts first saw Earth from afar in
the Apollo 8 mission in 1968 — the US's
second manned mission to the moon — they
described a cognitive shift in awareness after
seeing the planet ‘hanging in the void’. In
1987, the writer Frank White interviewed and
studied testimony from 29 astronauts and
came up with the ‘overview effect’ theory,
arguing that the sight of earth from space
transforms astronauts’ perspectives on
themselves and the world.




Transformation 5: The formation of the global
communicative space after 1990
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Growth of networked global
higher education since 1990




The pool of global science has tripled in one generation
Number of science papers in Scopus (NSF 2022), by type of collaboration, world: 1996-2020

international
co-authors

Locally produced

500,000




Science systems where output grew faster than the world average rate of 5.15% per year between

2000 and 2020, compared to world average GDP per capita PPP US $17,083 in 2020

Growth
p.a.(%)
science
papers

Science systems with 5,000 papers or more in 2020. Scopus data, fractional counting (NSF 2021). Current price GDP, PPP = purchasing power parity (World Bank 2022).
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Mobile students grew 5.5% per annum between 1998-2019

International or foreign students in tertiary education, world (millions) —= UNESCO data
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Higher education and knowledge are multi-scalar

Activity takes place in intersecting geo-cognitive scales
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Relations of power in
global higher education
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‘Whiteness as futurity’: Why the United States and the UK are so
attractive to international students and families



https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-021-00702-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-021-00702-x

Conflicting understandings of ‘the global’




Lefebvre on space making
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1+1+1

Ill

national’ or ‘local’ combine three

Geo-cognitive scales like ‘globa
elements that intersect
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Global as material + global as imagined + global as social

practices
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Global social practices:
global higher education is made in three different ways




Imagining and interpreting the global: Different lenses

-g!ff(-:_-r?.nt . diff.erent e different * methodological
I e national or relational ethics* nationalism or
A= cultural lenses globalism

* Some relational standpoints are solely

self-centred (the global space is for my
benefit), others embrace self and
‘other’, some lenses value the whole of
the human and natural world



Lenses that limit what we can think and see in the global:
methodological globalism, methodological nationalism




Relations of power in the global space: how these limiting

lenses are deployed in shaping higher education

The neo-liberal project in higher education and knowledge selectively uses both
methodological nationalism and methodological globalism




‘Space is the sphere of the possibility of the existence
of plurality, of the co-existence of difference’

— Doreen Massey






‘People are not puppets of structures because they
have their own emergent properties’

- Margaret Archer



