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The forced migration to online teaching

Educators’ rapid response to the pandemic; take teaching and

learning online

Providing the most far-reaching means of access to education

All countries, all sectors

Exposes the digital divide in all countries

But progress towards universal digital access is much faster

than progress towards universal access to education

SDG4: 65m teachers needed by 2030 for universal access

All teachers need support for how to teach online

Luckily, digital platforms provide the means to do that
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Some current myths of online teaching

Online learning is second rate in comparison with the f2f experience

Online learning is cheaper than f2f learning

• Govt is planning a targeted HEI hit on social science subjects,

accelerated if too much content is taught on line.

• Predicting targeted redundancies in next 3-6 months across the

social sciences sector, particularly if it successfully moves online.

(Academy of Social Sciences AGM, 2020)
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Busting the myths of online teaching: teacher time
50 min lecture + 10 mins Q&A  videos, reading, quizzes, forum

Run 1 
prep

Run 1 
support

Run 2 
prep

Run 2 
support

Run 3 
prep

Run 3 
support

Totals

F2f Lecture 3 hours 1 hour 20 mins 1 hour 20 mins 1 hour 6:40

Online 

Videos

Quizzes

Reading

Forum

4 hours 

20 mins

1 hour

30 mins

10 mins

30 mins

10 mins

30 mins 7:10

Even with minimal time for video production, teacher time is 8% higher, 
and it is hard to reduce it further.
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Busting the myths of online teaching: student learning
50 min lecture + 10 mins Q&A  videos, reading, quizzes, forum

Reading/ 
watching

Quiz 
feedback

Q&A Total study 
time

Passive:Active 
learning ratio

F2f 
Lecture

50 mins 10 mins 60 mins 50:10

Online 

Videos

Quizzes

Reading

Forum

20 mins

20 mins

8 mins

30 mins 78 mins 40:38

Online session requires 8% more teacher time, but students have 
30% more guided study, and 4 times as much active learning .
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Enabling professionals to collaborate on building teaching 
knowledge

FutureLearn course ‘How to Teach Onllne’

Running since 23 March, >70,000 teachers from all sectors

Few videos, thousands of comments in discussions of every step

Sharing ideas and problem sulutions

Professionals collaborating to build knowledge

Edraak course (Arabic) on ‘Teaching Online’

Running since 26 April, >22,000 teachers across the MENA region

Sharing ideas and problem sulutions on Padlet
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Using tthe Google 
Translate extension 
on Google Chrome, 
and Translate Page, 
the whole Padlet is 
translated to your 
language of choice
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Summary

Online learning is not cheaper to develop and run than f2f learning

Economies of scale, due to lower estate costs, could reduce fees for 

wholly online learners

Online learning can offer significant benefits for supporting student 

learning

Online professional collaborations, on the large scale, is changing our 

potential to transform universities’ approach to knowledge exchange and 

knowledge building with professionals - and serve the goal of inclusion

A future of more hybrid provision (campus/online mixed by year)

Academics act as they do in research, building knowledge of teaching
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