
A banner supporting the invasion in Ukraine at Ural State University of Economics
Source: https://www.usue.ru/

A Ukrainian flag in the window of the student dorm at Novosibirsk State University
Source: https://ngs.ru/



Kharkiv National University, March 2, 2022. 
Source: REUTERS/Oleksandr Lapshyn.

Source: https://www.science.org/content/article/ukraine-s
-mounting-death-toll-includes-growing-number-researchers



Feb 24: Russia starts 
the invasion of Ukraine

April 11: Russia’s 
representation in 
Bologna Process 
Support Group is 
terminated

Mar 4: MOOC platforms 
shut off access to Russian 
content

March: English 
language tests 
(IELTS/TOEFL/GRE) 
pull out of Russia

Mar 4: 300+ Russian 
university rectors sign a 
letter endorsing the war

Feb-Jun: Universities
and research 
organizations abroad 
terminate partnerships 
and double degree 
programs with Russian 
universities 

Mar 4: New Russian 
laws establishing war 
censorship

April: 
Subscriptions to 
Web of Science 
citation databases 
are unavailable in 
Russia

Feb-Mar: Series 
of anti-war 
letters signed by 
Russian 
academics and 
students

Feb 24-28: Hundreds 
of students and faculty 
are arrested at the 
anti-war protests

May: Russian universities 
are “strongly 
encouraged” to introduce 
vice-rectors for student 
moral development 
(vospitatel’naya rabota)

May 25: Russia’s Ministry 
of Higher Education and 
Science declares the 
departure from Bologna 
Process to create a 
unique national system of 
higher education

March: University 
rankers suspend all 
business with 
Russia

May 9:
Admission 
preferences to 
the children of 
the military 
participating in 
the war 

June 9: Ukraine 
imposes sanctions on 
200+ Russian 
universities and rectors
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Fig. 3. The support of the war in Ukraine 
by sector of employment

Fig. 1-2. The support of the war in Ukraine by type of employment



Source: www.roundtable.io/
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Soviet period Post-Soviet period

Purposes of  
HE: 
instrumental

• economic (training for national 
economy)

• social (new Soviet person)

• economic (training for labour market)

Academic 
culture: weak

• instrumentationsation of  
knowledge;

• Soviet free HE became a service in 
late Soviet time and laid 
foundations for further 
commodification and marketisation

• instrumentalisation and commodification of  
knowledge (no intrinsic value), academic 
degrees, academic work; 

• priority of  applied knowledge; 
• partial marketisation of  the sector at intra-

institutional level (dual-track tuition fee model)

Academic 
autonomy: 
weak

• education as an instrument of  the 
state (a short period of  late Soviet 
liberalization)

• a short period of  liberalization in 1990s gave rise 
to new initiatives, but all lost: HE has no agency, 
no power, no instruments of  protection of  
academic values, culture, students, faculty

Governance: 
top-down

• Soviet bureaucracy • neoliberal NPM/technocratic managerialism 

Source: Author
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