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KNIGHT DEFINITIONS OF INTERNATIONALISATION



‘DEFINITIONS CAN SHAPE POLICY’
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SCHOLARLY TAKE UP OF THE DEFINITION
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FLAWS IN THE DEFINITION-DRIVEN APPROACH




HIGHER EDUCATION HAS LONG HAD TWO KINDS
OF CROSS-BORDER CONNECTIONS







NUMBER OF SCIENCE PAPERS IN SCOPUS,
BY TYPE OF COLLABORATION,WORLD:
1996-2020 - NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD

NUMBER AND PROPORTION OF
INTERNATIONALLY CO-AUTHORED PAPERS,
WORLD: 1996-2020 - NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD
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RATIONALE FOR AN IDEOLOGICAL APPROACH



THE IMAGINED GLOBAL GEOGRAPHY AND CAUSALITY

‘globalisation is changing the world of internationalisation’, while
‘internationalisation is changing the world of education’ (Knight 2003)

external economic globalisation
pressuring nation and higher
education from outside




BUT

* Many national governments and university leaders have adopted
policies of global economic competition and implemented them in
higher education, rather than insulating higher education from global
forces as imagined. These policies are often implemented under the
banner of ‘internationalisation’

* and many higher education institutions are global agents in their own
right — higher education is both object and subject of globalisation

* globalisation is about knowledge and culture as well as economics

* so Knight’s imagined distinction between external economic
globalisation (threating) and internal educational internationalisation
(agent controlled) breaks down at several points



IT’S ALL ‘INTEGRATING AN INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION’
INTO HIGHER EDUCATION

Cash Cow

A CASH COW is
a product or
business that

continues
making more
money than you

put into it for a

long time.




BRANDENBURG AND DE WIT ON ‘ THE END OF
INTERNATIONALISATION’ (2011)




2015 DEFINITION OF INTERNATIONALISATION BY DE
WIT AND COLLEAGUES FOR EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT




INTERNATIONALISATION IS NOT A ‘GOOD THING’ IN

ITSELF - MUCH DEPENDS ON THE SOCIAL RELATIONS
IN WHICH IT IS PRACTISED




CRITIQUE OF THE DEFINITION FROM THE GLOBAL EAST




CRITIQUE OF THE DEFINITION FROM THE GLOBAL SOUTH




THE DEFINITION IS NOT REVISABLE:
ELEMENTS OF AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH




A SINGLE DEFINITION AND UNIFIED FIELD OF INTERNATIONALISED

HIGHER EDUCATION IS NEITHER POSSIBLE NOR DESIRABLE




USING NEUTRAL TERMINOLOGY AND ADDING MEANING

International Phenomena or relations between nations, inter-national, or between organisations or persons in nations
Internationalisation Creation or growth of relations between nations, or between organisations or persons in nations
Global Phenomena or relations pertaining to the world as a whole or a large part of the world

Globalisation Extension or intensification of relations on the world or planetary scale, leading to convergence and/or integration

Examples of the use of adjectives to direct the meanings of these geographical terms

Curricular internationalisation The creation or growth of inter-national phenomena or relations in the forms and/or contents of the curriculum
Reciprocal internationalisation Inter-national relations between agents (organisations or persons), mutually influenced, governed by just exchange
Neo-colonial internationalisation Inter-national relations that maintain asymmetric agency, coercion or dependence, in continuity with colonialism
Communicative globalisation Worldwide convergence and/or integration through expansion and intensification of networks and data transfer
Democratic globalisation Relations of nations, organisations and/or persons on world scale grounded in openness and distributed agency

Neo-liberal globalisation Policies that further the development of unfettered economic markets and accumulation of capital on world scale




RELATIONALITY AND POWER IN CROSS-BORDER HIGHER EDUCATION

Global scale

Cooperation in science and knowledge

Partnerships between universities
Mobility of institutions
Mobility of programmes

National/ international scale

Cross-border mobility of students

Joint programmes with national
agreement

Which knowledge is included in the global pool and which excluded (nations,, languages, disciplines etc.)?

Who has access to what knowledge and on what basis (openness, cost)? Who decides validation and inclusion?

In a research partnership, who initiates? Division of labour? Topic and method? Authorship? Resource flows?

In a bilateral partnership between institutions, who initiates? Net resource flows? Who sets the terms?

What is the operating basis? Home country rules, language? Host country? Hybrid? Governance? Resource flows?

Which country regulates the content and mode of delivery? Access and distribution? What is the language of
learning? How open is the programme?

In bilateral relations, what is the balance of people movement (temporary and permanent) between the nations?

What are financial flows between country of student origin and country of education, across all aspects?
To what extent are curricula and pedagogy transformed by educational mobility, if at all?

Who initiates? Who sets programme terms and contents? What is the division of labour? Flows of resources,
knowledge, people? Is dependency created?
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