
Worldwide trends 

• Enrollment growth

• Diffusion of Euro-American research university model 

• Increased research activity

• Intensified competition (rankings / metrics / markets)

• Accountability to social and economic responsiveness



Experiences within universities & academic 
departments
• New Public Management / Academic Capitalism 

• Academic managers actively prioritize some activities, redirecting resources 
to reflect managerial preferences 

• Increased pace of work / growing expectations 

• Growing precarity and uncertainty in academic careers
• Difficult job market, jobs available are often contingent (short term contracts 

dependent on grant income)



USA

• Highly marketized

• Strong administration, academic capitalism management

• Growing public discontent 
• Highly partisan but broad-based anxiety about costs and employment 

outcomes

• “new faculty majority”
• Often cited statistic: 75% of faculty off the tenure track

• Arts, humanities, and some social sciences widely seen as disfavored

• Predictions of widespread program and even intuition collapse 



Longview stability 

• Recent long-view treatments of higher education seem to contrast 
the turbinate story 

• Expansion and stability 
• ‘system’ grows but in many regards stays the same

• Ability to absorb new activities without dispensing with existing ones

• Faculty market and tenure system sustains strong research system 
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How is this playing out inside US universities? 

• Does overall picture of stability and growth translate within 
departments? 

• Examine change in academic departments (Academic Analytics)
• 30,748 department years in 330 universities

• Evidence of active managerial prioritization?
• Market logics (shift into grant earning fields)
• Academic logics (reward publications and citations)
• Organizational inertia (path dependence)

• Check with federal data: change in disciplinary composition academic 
staff 

• NCES, NSF, BLS



Persistence of Faculty in Departments, Academic Analytics Data









Persistence of Faculty in Fields, BLS Data













Predicted Departmental Faculty Across Article Publications
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