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* Through illustrating the centuries-long desperate search
The Arts and by Chinese intellectual for their spiritual homeland,
Humanities in

) . * My paper aims to demonstrate the central place of the
Higher Education

arts and humanities in contemporary higher education.
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: * As Chinese people, are we feeling settled and happy?
Questions to . | |
Get Started * Are contemporary Chinese people Chinese (or Chinese enough)?

* Do we know how to be Chinese in the present day?
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Tu Weiming
(2000: 200-
201)

East Asian intellectuals have been devoted students of Western learning
for more than a century. In the case of Japan, from Dutch, British, French,
German, and, since World War Il, American learning, the samurai-
bureaucrats learned the superior knowledge of Western science,
technology, manufacturing industries, and political institutions. Similarly,
the Chinese scholar-officials, the Korean yangban, and the Viethamese
literati acquired knowledge from the West to rebuild their societies anew.
Their commitment to substantial, comprehensive, or even wholesale
Westernization was remarkable. Through their perceptions and firsthand
experiences of the modus operandi of the modern West, they thoroughly
transformed their economies, polities, education systems, and societies.
Such positive identification with the West and active participationin a
fundamental re structuring of their "lifeworlds" enabled them to emulate
the West with marvelous success. In this process of massive cultural
absorption, East Asian countries deliberately relegated their own rich
spiritual resources to the background. However, this enhanced their need
to appeal, often inadvertently, to native patterns to reshape what they
had acquired from the West. This model of creative adaptation helped
them to position themselves strategically in forging a new synthesis of
Enlightenment rationality and Confucian humanism.
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* To a great extent, modern world history can be viewed as a
product of Western ideas traveling across cultures and
continents.

e China’s modern higher education system was based exclusively
A Spectre: on Western experience, putting an end to its own rich traditions
Haunting |nst|tut|ona'lly and resyltlng in funqlamental ’o!|V|S|ons .between

formal curricula of Chinese education and China’s sociocultural
realities.

* The challenge of integrating traditional Chinese and Western
values has been a spectre haunting Chinese intellectuals ever
since the early 20t century down to the present.
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* Echoing the rest of the world, China’s modern education is
Western, from textbooks, teaching contents to values, and
school organization and operation.

e Such ainstitutionalized Western system allows little space for
China’s indigenous intellectual traditions that remain

China’s Western . . . .
omnipresent and ubiquitous in the society.

Education System
e China’s contemporary education produces people with little

knowledge of their social and cultural traditions.

 Even when many educated Chinese elites are determined to
achieve the integration, they are not well equipped to do so.
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The force at the core leading our cause forward is the Chinese
Communist Party.

The theoretical basis guiding our thinking is Marxism-Leninism.

— Opening address at the First Session of the First National People's
Congress of the People’s Republic of China (September 15, 1954).
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Fu Sinian
(1896-1950)
observed in
1919,

“If you are to research Chinese literature, yet never understand
foreign literature, or if you are to document the history of Chinese
literature yet have never read any of the history of foreign literature,
you will never ever grasp the truth.”

MROEHRGDLS, ATRENDIS RENRGBLE
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Liang Shuming
(1893-1988)
(Liang,
1921/1990, p.
50) remarked
in 1921 that

“Chinese people will never gain a clear understanding if they only
remain within the structures of Chinese society; if only they first look
to others and then at themselves, then they will immediately
understand.”
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“The Confucian emphasis on sympathy and empathy suggests a
radically different approach. Self-interest, no matter how

Integration enlightened, is never adequate as a basic principle for personal
Often Taken growth, let alone a cornerstone of national policy.”

for Granted - Tu Weiming. (1996). Beyond the Enlightenment mentality: A Confucian
perspective on ethics, migration and global stewardship. The International

Migration Review, 30 (1), p. 68.
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Tugged
between
Chinese and
Western
culture - Wang
Guowei

“It’s been indeed quite a long time since | was at the heels of
philosophy; philosophically, on the whole, what is lovely cannot be
credible, and what is credible cannot be lovely. | know truth, but also
wish it to be a fallacy. The great and lofty metaphysics, the exalted and
rigorous ethics, and the pure and refined aesthetics, are my
obsessions, but it is best to seek what is credible with positivism in
epistemology, with hedonism in ethics, and empiricism in aesthetics. |
have been greatly annoyed in the recent two to three years by the fact
that what | know is credible but | cannot love, and what | feel is lovely
but | cannot believe. ... As a person, | have too much emotion and too
little reason to be a philosopher, and too little emotion and too much
reason to be a poet. This is what tortures me.”
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o 2 0% (Cai Yuanpei): “HEAEEHE, HAEIWE” (Freedom of
Thought and All-embracing)

Ferrying « FB4E(Wang Guowei): “E:fE e, My, BMAEHEH”

Knowledges (There is no distinction between old and new knowledge and

between East between Chinese and Western knowledge)

and West « B (Qian Zhongshu):  “HIREVLIHE, (OELLE; FMEAIEE, B
#1227 (The hearts and minds of peoples by the East Sea and by
the West Sea are the same)
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 Formal curriculum is a mix of the Chinese and the Western that

has never been set right.
The Ferryman

as Higher
Education
Objective

* Once considered as remote dream for most higher education
graduates, being able to navigate between East and West
becomes increasingly required.

* Theoretically, such cultivation is unprecedented historically
and significant globally.
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2/|hi§5i°n of the * To Combine Tradition with Modernity (% &84 B1IH 1)
inese

University of
Hong Kong

* To Bring Together China and the West (§ & 1 ] B 75 75)
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Yenching
University
(1919-1952):
Freedom
through truth
for service
(HEH. BH
H. PLIRSY)

Yo LIERHE




A,

-
2] Facultyof Education
S The University of Hong Kong

Thank you kindly for your sharing!

vangrui@hku.hk




