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"The Commission believes that the rankings of our top universities do not necessarily reflect 
their overall quality but engagement in the rankings game is a key concern for CHED 
because university rankings shape an uncritical national and international public’s 
perception of the quality of our institutions and are real in their consequences. CHED is thus 
determined to find ways for government to provide funding support to these universities. In 
light of global and national imperatives, the rankings issue raises important policy questions 
for the Philippine government and the universities the Filipino public expects to rank among 
the best institutions in Asia, if not the world" (CHED, 2015, para. 7).

Commission on Higher Education (CHED) (2015). CHED on 2015 QS World University Rankings. https://ched.gov.ph/ched-2015-qs-world-university-rankings/
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Commission on Higher Education (CHED) press release in 2023
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Source: International Affairs Service Commission on Higher Education, https://ieducationphl.ched.gov.ph
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Research gaps
• Focus on human capital theory in framing higher education research

in the Philippines (e.g. Orbeta, Jr., 2002; Santiago, 2005; Symaco
2012).

• Lack of empirical research that analyzes the internationalization
policies of the Philippines from a critical discourse perspective (cf.
Valdez & Steel, 2013; Balagtas et al., 2012; Dotong & Laguador, 2015;
Rosaroso, Dakay & Sarmiento, 2015).

• Debates about internationalization indicate a nebulous
understanding of the policy rationale vis-à-vis the purpose of higher
education institutions.
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Research questions
• What discourse strands can be identified from the country‘s 

internationalization policy documents?

• How can the internationalization policies be discursively interpreted 
and understood?

• How do they impact discursive practices in internationalization of 
higher education in the Philippines?
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Methodology

Conceptual
framework

• Globalization

• Higher Education

• Higher Education 
Policy

Qualitative 
research design

• Social
constructionism

• Critical theory

• Discourse-
Historical 
Approach (DHA)

Data collection

• 2016, 2017 
fieldwork

• 2017 – 2019 
exploratory study

• 2018 – 2020 
document analysis; 
archive research

Dataset

• 18 qualitative 
interviews

• 3 focus groups

• 11 CHED Memorandum 
Orders (CMOs)

• 28 CHED Press Releases

• Executive Order No. 
285 (2000)

• Republic Act 11448 
(Transnational Higher 
Education Act) + 
Explanatory Notes

• Auxiliary policies
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Spanish Colonization
(1565 – 1898)

• Ethnic stratification based on purity
of blood

• Control by catholic church
• Spanish for religious purposes
• Higher education limited to the

clergy and the principales
• Ilustrados studied in Europe
• Colegio Semenario de San Ignacio 

granted university status in 1621; 
University of Sto. Tomas in 1645

US Imperialism
(1898 – 1946)

• Education to 'colonize the mind' 
– Thomasites

• English in school instruction
• 'Racial blackness' (Coloma, 2009)
• 'Pensionado System' for the

elites – study in the US designed
for co-optation

• Demand led to proliferation of
private HEIs

• Labor migration to the US
• Philippine Normal College 

(1901); University of the
Philippines (1908)

1946 to present
• 'Compulsory education in 

reverse' led to massification
(Orata, 1956)

• English in schools and HEIs
• Privatization continues
• AY 2019/2020
➢ 246 public HEIs
➢ 1729 Private HEIs
➢ 3,408,425 students
• Religious groups play a key role
• HEIs from colonial era continue

to lead
• Graduates from the US occupy

key positions in the gov't.
• Labor migration became policy
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2013 2015 2016 2019

RA 10533 'Enhanced Basic 
Education Act of 2013'

ASEAN Economic Integration

CMO 55, s. 2016 Policy framework and 
strategies on the internationalization of 
Philippines higher education

2025

ASEAN Higher 
Education Space 2025

RA 11448 'Transnational Higher Education Act'
CHED 2021 Implementing Rules and Regulations of RA No. 11448 
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CMO 55, 2016, p. 5
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CMO 55, 2016, p. 1
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CMO 46, 2012, pp. 1 & 2
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CMO 55, 2016, p. 5
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NICA – National Intelligence
Coordinating Agency

NBI – National Bureau of
Investigation

BI - Bureau of Immigration

EO 285, 2000, p. 6
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CMO 53, 1997, p. 2

EO 285, 2000, p. 1
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RA 11448, 2019, pp. 10-11
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Discursive
superstructures

Globalization National security

Inevitable
"reality"

Problem 
space National 

development
National 
interest
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"Kailangan nating matutong lumangoy sa agos."
(We have to learn to swim in the current.)

Senior leader of a public university
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Eder, R. (2020). Internationalization of higher education in the Philippines: local 
articulations of an international phenomenon (URN: urn:nbn:ch:rero-002-119044) 
[Doctoral dissertation, University of Fribourg]. FOLIA. 
https://folia.unifr.ch/unifr/documents/309196
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THANK YOU!
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