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Henryc recently retired corporate lawyer
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be one of the elite. | consider myself, justifiably or
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that can dominate society, | have considerable A
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successful banker or whatever you are within your

profession, yes you have a fair amount of push, but A
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access to, and control over, a
range of economic, social,

cultural and political -
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Compiled annually for 120 years
0.05% of UK population
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elite

Data on schooling, university, clubs
and recreations

168th annual edition




168th annual edition

A Consecrated Elite

50% Included automatically based on
position (e.g. MPs, Ambassadors,
Judges, FTSE100 CEQOs)

50% selected by advisors based on
reputation (e.g. perceived positional
Impact on British society)

Inclusion marker of consecration In Iits
own right



So, who are the contemporary British
elite?
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Research Design
Longitudinal Mixed Methods

Quantitative
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A Probate records 1855-1995 (15m) + genealogical records (n = 60,000)
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Qualitative

A?2 XN- «TJ3 E J«JbE © - Z UA «° X3 E XC°
(matchedtoF | - Z° ) F| -

A 100 interviews carried out by us and our post-docs

A Interviews organized into four birth cohorts
A (1900-1920, 1920-40, 1940-1960, 1960 -today)
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politics, power elite)
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Struggling to be ordinary




Narratives of Opening up
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when | was young the number of top jobs were very limited.
Nowadays there are so many top jobs there are plenty of

ways in which you can move up.l mean if | was thinking

about a certain elite from the 30s, 40s, 50s, 60s then a
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boarding, yes a boarding school. And that would be a way
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C X « ° (Dfincan, Policy/Politics, power elite)




Deflecting Privilege
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call it. | mean [my father] probably thought himself as upper class but
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class, but I'm clearly not working class or lower class. And |, you know, |
don't partlcularly want to think about class, but | must have come from )
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Int: It's got a middle class sound, but it doesn't sound super posh to
me.
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Nepo Baby
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ROBERTS Alfred of 19 North Parade Grantham Lincs died

.10 February 1870 Probate Nottingham 25 March. £8320.

ROBERTS Alfred of The Dell St. Lukes Rd Southport died

28 March 1970 Administration Liverpool 1 July. E£551.

ROBERTS Alfred of 19 Moss Rd Northwich Cheshire died
28 June 1870 Probate Sheffleld 19 August. £11519.

ROBERTS Alfred of 3 Norfolk Rd Luton died 5 August 1970
Probate Oxford 12 October. £8749.

Probate

Record of the estate of
someone who died

Records kept between 1855
and 1995

Scraped all of this data (18m
records)

We match probate with X1 p ! t
Who to identify those in top 1%
of (probate) wealth distribution



The dramatic equalization of wealth
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Elite reproduction has declined (a bit)
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The Clarendon Schools

St Paul S Shrewsbury | Wmchester



The Decline of the Old Boy, 1835021
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The persistence of the old boy, 1996-2022
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the British elite
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Oxbridge is overepresented and it has
remaine
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Oxbridge has declined as a proportion of all
students
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The fall and rise of Oxbridge

Odds Ratio of reaching Who's Who
having attended particular universities
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Oxbridge In a different world

Odds Ratio of reaching Who's Who
having attended particular universities
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But, the Londowbased Russell Group Unis are
extremely successful
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Sir David Steel
(19162004)

| then | think already decided to go, follow my brother
dzLJ 2 'YyA@dT (2 hEF2NROP
But | did gAetvsome sort of exhibition, which | think
KSftLISR Yé LI NBydua | oAf
thing, | mean it wasn't anything... Because maybe it
was...it was an exhibition to Univ., so...except there
were quite a number of people; Rugby had quite a
connection with Univ. at Oxford. So, then | went up...

So it could have been a sort of closed Rugby...

Closed Rugby grant, yes, I think it was, yes. So it was
all that...




Sir David Steel
(19162004)

Well, I have to admit what you gather, that | was no great
AaO0OK2f I NwwX®6

CollegeUniv, it hasn'tgot that reputation quite now, but at
that stagehada reputationasbeing the pubinthe K A XK Q ¢

| usedto go and haveto spendSundayafternoonwith tea

with one or the other of [his 3 auntswho lived in Oxford]
Andthey, I'll neverforget one of them sort of saying, | hear
you're doing so well', and | think it was Mr Beveridgethen,
Mr Beveridgesaying, You'resogoodat putting downdrinkin
Univ', whichwasa nice phraseK]

Yescricket,| playedcricket,| playedfor the university | was
amemberof the VincentClub,but | meanthat merelycomes
with beinga sportsmankK]

Butthe greatestfun, | enjoyedit, and| remembermy brother
lovedeveryminute of it too.







| said, "how Is everything, Basil?"

Now, Basil Bridgewater, says to me,
he says, "Ah", so he said, "It's all
changed. It's all changed.”

| said, | said, "What do you mean?" | | Bl
said to Basil, "No, no bottles about?" |*§

"Sir, there are hundreds of bottles,
o0dzi GKS@UNB | ff




HughPeppiatton the decline of nepotism

all NOAY 1 dzyGSNI gl a WiKS azy 2F Yé K:
course, is why he came here. He came to the ffewas interviewed by my
father, and, after half an hour of talking about sailing, and his father, m
housemaster and cricket, another important subject, my father put his hand
2dzi | YR SAhAMREN shid It &t U gand he, he straightened his
tie, because, you know, "Well", was going to lead into the real questigns.
2Sfsz i AR Y& TI GKSNE b KSYy R2 @;:
what ...A typical interview story of those days, of codrse

Freshfields had fallen behind in sized had relied on the traditional
methods of people coming knocking on the door, and the, the someone at
the Club, or the school sayiri§.ould you take my boy2hd, of course, it was
soon found that waan extremely inadequatew@y (2 NI O NHZA (i
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The two
Oxbridges



