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Sustainable Development Goals
• merge development (MDG 2000-2015) 

and environment (Rio 1992-) agendas
• 17 goals with 169 targets 
• adopted by UN Member States in 2015
• to be achieved by 2030

SDG 4 on education
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
• 1 goal with 7 targets and 3 means of implementation
• merges and significantly expands development (MDG 2000-2015) 

and EFA (Jomtien/Dakar 1990-2015) agendas

Global Education Monitoring Report
• mandated to monitor and report on education progress in SDGs

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS



2016 GEM REPORT: THEMATIC CONTENT

Planet: 
environmental 
sustainability

Prosperity: 
inclusive and 
sustainable 
growth

People: 
inclusive social 
development

Peace: 
political participation, 
peace and justice

Place: 
inclusive and 
sustainable cities

Partnerships for 
sustainable 
development



Higher education: a core component 

Target 4.3 
By 2030 ensure equal access for all women and men to 
affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary 
education including university

Target 4.7
By 2030 ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and 
skills needed to promote sustainable development including 
education, global citizenship and cultural diversity

Target 4.b
By 2020 substantially expand globally the number of 
scholarships available to developing countries … for enrolment 
in higher education … in developed countries and other 
developing countries

Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
lifelong learning opportunities for all



Goal 4: Lifelong learning 



Higher education: a core component 

“The SDGs provide a unique 
opportunity for higher education 
institutions to demonstrate their 

willingness and capability of playing 
an active and meaningful role in the 

development of their respective 
countries and in contributing 

towards global sustainable 
development”

Goolam Mohamedbhai
Former president of the 

International Association of Universities



 Increasing tertiary attainment by one year would increase sub-Saharan
Africa’s GDP by 16%

 By 2020, the world could have 40 million too few workers with tertiary
education, relative to demand

Higher education is a catalyst for growth



Upper secondary attainment and tertiary education 
reduces working poverty and informal employment

If workers from rich and poor backgrounds had the same education, 
working poverty among the poor would be reduced by 39%
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There a major differences in tertiary 
attainment between the rich and the poor 
efining attainment is not straightforward 
…
…



Mapping access, affordability, and quality



Mapping access, affordability, and quality







Affordability conditions access



There are diverse ways to approach affordability
…

…



Distribution of scholarships and public loans 
…

…



Defining policies for financial support is not simple  
…

…
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