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WESTERN CONCEPTS OF
‘PUBLIC’ AND ‘PRIVATFE’




| PUBLIC/PRIVATE DUALISM:
THE ECONOMICVERSION

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE GOODS
SAMUELSON (1954)




Goods are non-rivalrous when consumed by any number of people

—, without being depleted, for example knowledge of a mathematical
theorem, which sustains its use value everywhere, indefinitely, on the
basis of free access

Goods are non-excludable when benefits cannot be confined to
individuals, e.g. clean air regulation, national defence, basic research

Private goods are neither non-rivalrous nor non-excludable. Private
goods can be produced, sold and bought as individualised commodities
in economic markets

Here the public/private distinction is a distinction between non-market
production and market production. Normatively, it is designed to maximise
the scope for the capitalist economy while sustaining a limited liberal state
with residual functions. In this ideal world, markets produce everything
except those outcomes which cannot be produced on a market basis




| PUBLIC/PRIVATE DUALISM:
THE POLITICALVERSION




THE LIBERAL
POLITICAL
ECONOMY OF
PUBLIC AND

PRIVATE
GOODS

Liberal political economy
matrix of Anglo-American
society and policy:

the four quadrants (with
examples from higher
education)




Note: The liberal
Public and private goods: the four variations SENEE @ees Mot

imply a simple

distinction between

Non-

market state and market
UAD. I: CIVIL SOCIETY UAD. I11: SOCIAL DEMOCRACY
2 gones * (quadrants 2 & 4):

Teaching: Private learning Teaching: Free places, low
in Internet, libraries value differentials That would I.eave out
quadrant | (includes

Research: Self-made Research: Publicly funded, household

scholarship and inquiry integral to researcher production) and

s T = quadrant 3 (state
sector sector managed markets)
goods gooas where much of the

QUAD. IV: COMMERCIAL MARKET QUAD. Il1: STATE QUASI-MARKET economic action in

Teochlng: IC o the real world is
ROCHE S-onMnerea Teaching: Quasi market in found
market in tuition/degrees student places/degrees

Research: Commercial Research: State quasi-market,

research and consultancy product formats
Market-

produced
goods NOTE: State, institutions and individuals are active

agents in all four quadrants




BUT THE PUBLIC/PRIVATE TRADE-OFF OF
ECONOMIC LIBERALISM DOES NOT
COVER ALL BASES




ANOTHER PROBLEM IS
THE LACK OF
NORMATIVE
‘CIVILISATIONAL
CONTENT IN THE
LIBERAL DUALISM




2 THE
NORMATIVE-UNIV
ERSAL CONCEPT
OF

‘PUBLIC GOOD’



3 THE COMMUNICATIVE,
INCLUSIVE, SOCIAL-RELATIONAL
PUBLIC




