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GLOBAL, NORDIC AND NATIONAL SPACE
AND TIME MAKING IN HIGHER EDUCATION
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Higher education is multi-scalar

but this is not well understood

Space in higher education

Is created by human agents

Concluding thoughts




HIGHER EDUCATION IS
A MULTI-SCALAR SECTOR

Marginson, S. & Rhoades, G. (2002). Beyond national states,

markets, and systems of higher education: A glonacal agency
heuristic. Higher Education, 43 (3), 281-309.
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1014699605875

* Global flows becoming more important

* Higher education is not always or
inevitably ‘national’ or ‘global’. It is always
both of these, and more

* Individual and institutional agents have
open possibilities and causation can flow
from any of the intersecting scales of
activity — global, regional, national and local
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EXPANDING GLOBAL SCALE IN
SCIENCE, 1996-2020 -

US NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD DATA FROM SCOPUS

NUMBER AND PROPORTION OF
INTERNATIONALLY CO-AUTHORED
PAPERS,WORLD: 1996-2020

3,500,000

3,000,000 International co-authors

2,500,000
2,000,000
1,500,000 National co-authors

1,000,000

500,000 Locally produced

B Internationally co-authored papers  em@msInternational as proportion (%)

800,000

700,000

600,000

500,000

400,000

300,000

200,000

100,000




LIMITATIONS OF METHODOLOGICAL NATIONALISM
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REVIEW BY LEE AND
STENSAKER (2021)

The authors identified three main themes
in the literature on global and international
aspects of higher education

|. Higher education institutions tend to
adapt to global norms;

2. The role of the nation-state in higher
education remains very important;

3. The role of nation-states in higher
education is declining amid the growing
impact of global relations

The constructed character of social-spatial
relations still not well understood. Nation-state
‘universal’, regional an outgrowth of the nation,
the global as ‘external’ to higher education




SPACE = SOCIAL SPACES WITH MATERIAL COORDINATES
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (LEFEVRE 1991, MASSEY 2005)

SPACES ARE CONSTELLATIONS OF RELATIONS THAT PEOPLE MAKE FOR THEMSELVES




IF TIME UNFOLDS AS CHANGE, THEN SPACE UNFOLDS
AS INTERACTION’ — DOREEN MASSEY (2005)




SPACE IS AGENTIC
AND MULTIPLE

SPACE IS THE SPHERE
‘OF THE POSSIBILITY OF THE
EXISTENCE OF PLURALITY, OF
THE CO-EXISTENCE OF
DIFFERENCE’ (MASSEY)




HOW AGENTS
MAKE SPACE

IN HIGHER
EDUCATION




ACTS OF SPACE MAKING,ACTS OF POWER
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RANKING AS SPACE MAKING: GLOBAL HIGHER EDUCATION
AS ONEWORLDWIDE COMPETITION AND HIERARCHY

university country top 5% all papers % of papers
papers in top 5%

Harvard U 35,050
Stanford U 17,187
U Toronto CANADA 24,260

Tsinghua U CHINA 22,311

U Oxford 16,499
Zhejiang U 29,091
U Michigan 19,609
MIT 10,503
U College London 10,507
U Cambridge

Johns Hopkins U
Huazhong U S&T CHINA

Global super-league: Papers in the top
5% of their field by citation rate,
U Pennsylvania 2017-2020 papers, Leiden ranking

U Washington, Seattle 2022 using Web of Science data
Columbia U



WHAT IS
MAKING THE
NORDIC

SCALE IN
HIGHER
EDUCATION?

ICELAND

Reykjavik

SWEDEN
Faroe Islands FINLAND
Pd()FQ\AﬁAOY Helsinki
Oslo, Aland

Stockholm: :

DENMARK

Copenhagen



EVENTUALLY
EVERY SPACE
‘ESCAPES IN PART
FROM THOSE WHO
MAKE USE OF IT’ -
LEFEVRE




SLOWER GROWING SCIENCE SYSTEMS IN THE PERIOD 2000-2020

NATIONAL OUTPUT OF SCIENCE PAPERS GREW SLOWER THAN THE WORLD AVERAGE RATE OF 5.15% PER YEAR
BETWEEN 2000 AND 2020 - COMPARED TO WORLD AVERAGE GDP PER CAPITA PPP (US $17,083 IN 2020)

Science systems with 5,000 papers or more in 2020. Scopus data, fractional counting (NSF 2021). Current price GDP, PPP = purchasing power parity (World Bank 2022).
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FAST GROWING SCIENCE SYSTEMS IN THE PERIOD 2000-2020

NATIONAL OUTPUT OF SCIENCE PAPERS GREW FASTER THAN THE WORLD AVERAGE RATE OF 5.15% PER YEAR
BETWEEN 2000 AND 2020 - COMPARED TO WORLD AVERAGE GDP PER CAPITA PPP (US $17,083 IN 2020)

Science systems with 5,000 papers or more in 2020. Scopus data, fractional counting (NSF 2021). Current price GDP, PPP = purchasing power parity (World Bank 2022).
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MULTIPLE SCALES IN HIGHER EDUCATION



IN HIGHER EDUCATION AND KNOWLEDGE
ALL THE SCALES ARE HIGHLY ACTIVE




HIGHER
EDUCATION
CONTINUES TO
BE A NATION-
BUILDING SECTOR

Higher Education and Nation-building in Eritrea

D 6 years ago & Education in Eritrea, Eritrea, Opinion, Simon Weldemichael

Photo: Computer Science Graduates from the Eritrean Institute of Technology.




GEOGRAPHICAL SCALES FUNDAMENTALLY
DIFFER FROM EACH OTHER

p—



IS THE NATIONAL SCALE BECOMING MORE IMPORTANT VIS
A VIS THE GLOBAL THAN IT WAS? PROBABLY,YES

IS THE PAN-NATIONAL REGION BECOMING MORE
IMPORTANT VIS AVIS THE OTHER SCALES? JURY IS OUT
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