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THE ROLE OF
STUDENT
MOBILITY IN A

WORLD IN WHICH

GLOBALISM MAY
BE IN RETREAT




PIECES OF THE PUZZLE

. Global economic integration
(or not)

. Global communications,
culture and knowledge

. Impact of global geopolitics

. Net effects in student mobility
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SCIENCE SYSTEMS WHERE OUTPUT GREW SLOWER THAN THE WORLD AVERAGE
RATE OF 5.15% PER YEAR BETWEEN 2000 AND 2020, COMPARED TO WORLD
AVERAGE GDP PER CAPITA PPP US $17,083 IN 2020

Science systems with 5,000 papers or more in 2020. Scopus data,, fractional counting (NSF 2021). Current price GDP, PPP = purchasing power parity (World Bank 2022)
World Data Atlas for Taiwan. NZ = New Zealand.
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SCIENCE SYSTEMS WHERE OUTPUT GREW FASTER THAN THE WORLD AVERAGE
RATE OF 5.15% PER YEAR BETWEEN 2000 AND 2020, COMPARED TO WORLD
AVERAGE GDP PER CAPITA PPP US $17,083 IN 2020

Science systems with 5,000 papers or more in 2020. Scopus data, fractional counting (NSF 2021). Current price GDP, PPP = purchasing power parity (World Bank 2022).
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Geopolitics apparent after 9/1 | in student flows into the USA

Brexit’s retarding impact on movement of European students,
researchers and staff into UK higher education

US decoupling from China has impacted research collaboration and
university partnership activity and created new visa barriers into US

Some decline in US-China and Australia-China research collaboration

Major impact of Russia/Ukraine war on academic and student flows
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3 survey in |5 countries by European Council on
eign Relations finds that West is united on Ukraine
sees the coming international order as the return
old war-type bipolarity between west and east,
ocracy and authoritarianism, BUT

* People in India, China and Turkey see it very differently,
do not expect Western domination to continue

* The independent rising and middle powers don’t have
logy, but nor are they ‘content to adjust
ans of the superpowers’
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BUSINESS AS PRE-PANDEMIC
USUAL IN SHORT-TERM



https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-021-00702-x
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AS WELL AS THE LOSS OF ERASMUS STUDENTS IN UK, FIRST
YEAR EU STUDENTS IN UK DEGREES ARE DOWN SHARPLY:

CHANGE FROM 2017-18 TO 2021-22




DECLINE IN NUMBERS OF FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS FROM

EU COUNTRIES ENROLLED IN UK:2017-18 AND 2021-22
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POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH STUDENTS FROM EU IN UK
DEGREES, TOTAL NUMBER AND FIRST YEAR STUDENTS

2017-18 TO 2021-22




IT CAN ALL CHANGE VERY QUICKLY
PREDICTIONS ARE USUALLY WRONG

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED!




